A mother’s account

" feel proud to say that he is a very confident
child,” says this mother

Child i the father of man,
said William Wordsworth, and
definitely not withomt reason.
Here's presenting a mother's
first hand experience in bring-
ing up her aotistic son, age 11.

When and how was your
chiid diagnosed?
He was diagnosed properly
when he was three years old.
Inftialily we didn’t take his
probiems very serionsly
though we were perturbed
by his inability to pick up
avery day skills like other
wids arcund. We thought he
would pick up staff slowly
i gradually But aftera
while this delay become ag-
rravating and we started
etting more and more
nxious about his lack of
neech, the apparent dis-
iterest in everything
['ound, and his hyperac:
vitv Eventually we
wk him toa pedia
ician who told ns
iat it was more T
nan a simple delay
and there was
more than what
mat the eve. He di-
rected us (o Action
for Autism where
he was dingnosed.

Do you have any
other children?
How do they in-
teract with your
son?

[ have one ather
sonwho 1s now in
Clags VIII. They
have g three-year
ape difference be-
tween them, The

equatton between them is
like that between any othet
siblings and they get on wo
derfully with each other

How would vou rate the
education administered ;
AFAT

My son has been going tno
AFA for almost seven years
now. What 1 find best about
AFA is that he is respected
for whal he is, and not mads
to be any different. Apart
from basic academic train-
ing, he is also trained in so-
cial skills, which is very im
portant for autistic childre
He 15 given a 1ot of love,
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sidrentre for children with autism.
Ealer, the children were put in
ackols for the mentally retarded
thdigh the two disabilities needed
diferent treatments,

Tee 19490s was a decade of change
bot in mindsets and pollcy frame-
wofl, The Rehabilitation Council
of India Act (1992), the Persons
With Disability Act (1995) and the
National Trust Act for persons
with Autism, Cersbral Palsy. MR
amd Multiple Disabilities (1868)
came with a mandate for early in
teryention programmes, training
of schoolteachers and profession-
alg in Rehabilitation and Speclal
Education.

If a career in teaching autistie
children s your calling, you need
to be patient, sensitive and caring.
A background in psvchology
wonld give you an edge over others
in the field.

At present, there are thbee insti-
tutions in Indla offering govern-
ment-certified diploma courses for
the training of teachars for autistic
children. Action for Autism, regis-
tered with the National Trust of In-
dia, however, remains the cnly pan-
Indian organisation providing this
Specialised fraining. “Though we |
prefer people with a background in
psychiology, we do take in graduates
from other fislds as well,” says
Baruih, In addition AFA also con-
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Chetan Bhagat, the 428-page guide i= a well
| put togethet ook that takes the readerona
roller-Coastr ride with tongue-in-cheek, un
official pospectuses, student feedback,
| practical tig and more. Priced at Rs 395, the
book will besold throngh major book stores
like Crossward, Oxtord and Landmark, Savs
Rashmi Bamsal, Editor JAM and JAM Engi-
neering Admissions Guide, “0Our aim is to
not just help the meritorious students who
may manage to get into cne of the top col-
leges but alss to provide information to the
average student about the choices availahle
to him or bes"
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Freescale Somiconducior is inviting entris
for it green design contest open to eng

neering students and professional develo.
ers worldwide The contest have to ‘go gredy’
using a range of advanced Freescale tech.
nologies to build environmentallv-beneficiy
embedded systems. Organisers are offering
cash prizes up to $61,000 and recognition at
the Freescale Technology Forum Destpn
Challerige India, scheduled for November 13-
14. The deadling for the India programme is
June 20, 2008 More details are available at
wwwfreescale com/designchallenge.

The frudia sti- .
tute of Manage-
ment-Lucknow or-
gattsed Prodigies

M08, 8 pan-IIM |
|radership sum- |
mit in Mumbai. |

The main speak-
ers were JJ: Irani,
Director, Tata
Sons; Naina Lal
Kidwai, CED,
HSBC India; Man- : " -
ish Tripathi, Honorary Director, dabbawal-
lahs, and Raghunath Dondhiba Medge, Pres-
ident, dabbawallahs, who spoke on "Leader-
ship and the New World Economy . Tripathl
gaid, “"Globalisation cannot be achleved
without localisation™ o

cult there. He received this
specialised form of educa-
tion right from the start,

Do you plan to try inte-
grating him into a main-
stream school now that
he has spent some consid-
erable time in AFA?

That would have been won
derful. But it has not been
poszible vet.

Is there an upper age lim-
it at AFAT Do they over-
see and direct the child's
future employment?

The upper limit at AFA is
16 years. After this they
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respect and this has boosted
his self esteem and [ feel
proud to say that he is a
very confident ehild,

Would yvou say he is able
to interact better with
the non-agtistie world
now?

ducts Intengive three month work-
shops, on a regular basis, for train- [
ing parents and teachers. L

At AFA they teach kids
how to deal with people, in
teract with the world and

rolate to it. Tt is a behav.
tour modification that
these kids have to under-
take. My son can now deal
with the difficulties he has
in these areas, The prob-
lems can obviously not be
eradicated. But the point is
that he is learning how to

leal with them. Also, fortu-

niately he received inter-
vention from a very early
age and so he was not ever
exposed to a regular
achool. Probahbly things
would have bean very diffi-

are moved to Adhaar,
which is thelr own voca-
tional centre where
yvoung adults work, They
are currently working on
expanding this unit

Some former students are
gven working as part of
the tralning team at AFA
There are other vocation:
al units available across
the country. But frankly
speaking, I haven't
planned that far o
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