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New Delhi: In the first
step of its kind, the Re-
habilitation Council of
Indin {RCT) has
launched a yearlong
diploma course in
autlsm s disor-
ders to address the edu-
cational reguirements
of children  with
autism.

It has been a lopg-
pending demand and
this course, a diploma
in special education, is
a pre-service teachers
training  programme.
The qualification for
enrolment is Class XII
or its equivalent. Two
institutes selected o
run the course are Del-
hi-basedd Action for
Autism and School of
Hope, Tamanna. The
two other centres are
the Spastics Society of
Karnataka and Mind's
College of Educational
Research in Mumbai,

The RCI, in charge of
the regulating training
policies in this field,
says that given the ben-
efits of intensive early
intervention in prevent-
ing the illeffects of
autism, the course aims
to mainstream children
with autism by ereating
professionals who will
use structured strate-
gles and give intensive
training to them,

Approved by the RCI
on a pilot basis, the
course curriculum has
been developed with the
help of special eduea-
tors, policy makers and
parents.




