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re was foot-
tapping
[ music, an

eclectic audience
and a celebrity
singer, but what
made the concert
different was the
hehind it.
In its fifth year,
the Action for
Autism (AFA)

Benefit and Awar- Austistic children perform ntm; awareness :nurl

eness Concert is an

attempt on the organisation’s part
to spread consciousness about
autism among people.

As the founder, Merry Barua said:
“Autism is not mental retardation,
it requires special treatment, train-
ing and counselling for the fami-
fies and the autistic children. We

are trying to reach out to people |

who need support, and also fight
for the recognition of the disor-
der”

Present ‘at the concerl was
Sushmit Bose; unfortunately do-
win with laryngitis. Sushmit is
known for his inimitable style of
miusic that can be termed as urban
folk. And though he could barely
speak, he performed a song spe-
cially composed for the autistic
children.

“I'met this autistic child and was
delighted at how positively he took
life. The song is for all children like
him.” Sushmit revealed, before
performing the lilting number, My
ﬁﬁm high. Sushmit has been

own to lend his voice for vari-
ous causes — he believes that
celebrities should advocate social
causes and “bring about some
change somewhere”,
Birgroniacsiadinades
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tal disability, affecting a person’s
communigation and social abili-
ties, Yet, it was the autistic chil-
e T
ience, consisting largely
famly,friend;mwwhm.
and in spite of their serious dis-
ahilities, thehdshadtham
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