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Understanding autism through love
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Bhubaneswar, May 23: Nea-
rly 1.7 million children in In-
dia are afflicted with autism
and one child in each 500 suff-
ers from autism, says Merry
Barua, director of “Action For
Autism’ (AFA) a voluntary org-
anisation working with the au-
tistic children of the couniry.
She was speaking at the two-
day-long State level workshop
on “Autism for parents and
professionals,” here on
Sunday.

Autism is a disorder of the
brain that causes a lifelong de-
velopmental disability, prima:
rily affecting a person’s comm-
unication and social abilities.
However, most Autism was
not a mental disability, Barua
added.

The workshop was organi-
sed by Open Learning Systems
(OLS), a City-based voluntary

prganisation working for cere-
bral palsy and mentally retar
ded children.

The workshop was das'cgned
tp create awareness among the
tesichers, doctors and professt-
anals in the area about the bas-
ic difference betwesn mental
disability and autism -and
train the parents the basic
norms of behaving with their
autistic child.

UNEVEN SKILL PROFILE : "Un:
like mental retardation in
which there is global impairme-
ent, autism is characterised by
an uneven skill profile and oft-
en severe sensory defensiven-
pss, which can result in unus-
wal behaviors and conymunica
tion and social difficulties.
Due to thelr ignorance about
the disease and its symptoms,
the doctors often refer to aut-
izm as mentally disability and
assign them the same exerci
ges meant for the mentally dis-
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fibled,” Barua =said. Even the
mediral-tewt-haals were yet o
include the word ‘autism?, she
added.

SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE : “The
best way to improve the condi-
tion of such children s by help-
ing them express their feelings
and giving them social love
with intense therapy”, Barua
said.

Coordinator of Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies, Utkal Univers-
ity Prof AK Mohanty said the
government should come forw-
ard to open specific instituti-
ons where the autistic childr-
en can develop the ability of
self expression and fry to com-
munieate with the society.

President of OLS, Dr PK
Rath, several members of Uni-
ted Nations Children's Emerg-
ency Fund and nearly 70 pare-
nts and professionals of the
City are attending the two-day-
long workshop.




