e—  P———
L T

7 7m autistic people.inIudia

A¢

& = ] L] L] L] X o w
“Yet government doesn ¢ recognise 1t as disabilityZ:
New Dellil, Oct. B Autisin, @ wpectrum disurder’ o recugnition schouls catering solely to uuthst.e pﬂ%
Uhe brain ranging from a nuld leurning and sockal dis: could not receive funding m the governiaat.
ability 1o severe impairii b, affects an estmated 1.7 She pointed oul that persons with autism are also:
miilion people in India Ti.v disorder is not rare but o nol eligibie for concessions and benefils ut‘fwndlrly'
majority of autishic people 1n the country huve not  the gevernment uoless they are diagnosed a8 meatlc '
been dingnosed and do nol recaive the services ey ly retarded. Aulism can be due to 8 multiplicity of
peed, o workshop @n autism highlighted here on causes which can ocour alongside conditions such 3,

Thursday. mental retardation and hyperactivity. But maxy peg
In India especially there i iremendous lack of ple wilh aulism are not mentally retarded , s s
awareness and misunderstanding aboul autism  Ms Barua founded the AFA in 1991 after aer
among the medical professionals who may either was diagnosed as being autistic and she,could Bot"

niis-dingnose or under-dia nose the condition, find any orgunisaticn working in this/ares , -
observed Ms Merry Barud, irector of f{ help her 1o undersiand m.dzl.wrdnr..':p o< e O
Autism & Lolumry society which I ge The-AFA serves families with autistic children
! i k7 shout ET1NR " i nselling;

‘Ms Barua claimed that despite the number of peo- 1 '-f"l.t:':gli.'i.'"_*"' hd }'lfmll Qo
ple affected by autism in India, the gavernment does ./ mal ggeme pb, ls- ' QDREF
not currently recognise it as @ disability, Without m Turn to Page 11 #




