Concert for awareness

of autism today
From Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHL April 5.
With a view to building up an effective service
system for peaple affected by autism and to pro-
mote greater public awareness aboul the enig-
matic mental disabllity, Action for Autism — a
voluntary organisation of parents and profes-
slonels — has organised & concert In the Capital
LOmorrow.

Local groups “Just Us” and “Indisn Ocean”
will give the concert for awareness of autism.
The verue is the Farmhouse Complex at Qutab
from 7 pm. A highlight of the evening’s pro-
gramme would be the participation of children
suffering [rom autism z

It is estimeied that one oot of every 500 ba-
bies are bom autistic, but the symptoms appeir
during the first three yeirs of growing. (f the
total number of children affected by wutlsm. K
per cent are reported (o be males.

Though there are several couses of autism.
the lurgely common symploms are lack of com-
munication skills, inubility for social interaction
and uneven skill development. A common ex-
ample cited by medical practitioners ts that a
six-year-old with mutism may be a compuler
wizard but be unable to recount what he ate for
breakinst. E

The AFA has been trying to organise timely
help for autistic patients by ralsing awareness
wmoug the people. So lar. the organisition has
set up a sohool — Open Door — for children
with nutism, publish o pewsletler “Autism Net-
work” for dissemination of information and also
faunchad counselling and trulning services for

arenis, professionids nnd students of psychaolo-
v. Tomorrow's eoncert 1s one such step tiwarnds
attalning society's support [or assisting autistic

patients,



